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PUBLIC  WORKS.

After the foregoing complete exposition of India's
dire poverty, any elaborate examination of our
expenditure on Public Works is really unnecessary.
It is true that the Brothers Strachey published four
years ago a large octavo volume proving to their
own satisfaction, and that presumably of the other
officials who are largely responsible for the present
deplorable state of things, that the Finances and
the Public Works of India have been admirably
managed by themselves. But we may look in vain
through their pages for any effective a.nswer to the
contentions even of the Committee of the House of
Commons on Indian Public Works. When also we
find it stated at the end of the volume that " there
has been no attempt made to support the assertion
by fact," that borrowing for such works is
"ruinous or mischievous," and that "viewed
financially, and in the interests of India itself, the
charge for the debt is not serious," it is permissible
to throw on one side such prejudiced evidence
altogether, especially when we remember that Sir John
Strachey, as Finance Minister, himself pointed out
the serious drain upon India involved by the Home
Charges.

No one who has ever devoted much attention to
Indian affairs can doubt that wells, tanks, and
carefully-planned irrigation works on a large scale
have been and are beneficial to the country. It is
unfortunately beyond question that we greatly
neglected these matters during the early years of